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THE WHIRLWIND HARVEST FROM 
THE SOWING OF THE WIND. 








Ar length the Dred Scott decision is pro- 
ducing its perfect fruits, and is promulgated by 
the President of the United States as supreme 
jaw, under cover of which he will force a Slave 
constitution on a free people. It is a prepared, 
arranged, and perfectly symmetrical plot and 
progress. And there is nothing at all in the 
way, save only the providential interposition of 
a strong numerical majority in Kansas, firm 
and unmoved, not merely in numbers, but in 
principle, against that usurpation, which the 
Senate, the Supreme Judicial Court, the Exe- 
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cutive Supreme Magistrate, and the Standing | 
Army of the United States are leagued to en- | 
Kansas itself, and not the North, will 

save the country. What can be expected of | 
any people, who will quietly permit their Con- 
stitution to be invaded and perverted by their 
supreme Judges, for the purposes of slavery, 


force. 


when it would have been impossible to have 
gained the popular attention and resolution for 
any legal amendment, looking to the greater se- 
curity of freedom ? 
the rock ? 


For ye have turned judgment into gall, and the | 


“ Shall horses run upon 
Wil one plow there with oxen? 


fruit of righteousness into hemlock; and your | 
judgment springeth up as hemlock in the fur- | 
rows of the field.” But there is a standing ap- 
peal from “ the eternities,? Berore Gop, which 
cannot be kept down: “ Shall the throne of in- 
iquity have fellowship with ‘THer, which fram- 
eth mischief by law ?” 

The President of the United States admits 
the throne of iniquity to fellowship, and abjures 
and outlaws the throne of equity. He deliber- 
ately chooses the usurpation, and promulgates 
and supports the mischief-framing law, and | 
calls upon the people to submit to it and to 
sustain it. 





In detiance of the declaration in 
the United States Constitution itself, that “the 
people do ordain this Constitution to establish 
jestice and secure the blessings of Linerty,” 
the Presicent declares that “it has been sol- 
emnly adjudged by the highest judicial tribunal 
that slavery exists in Kansas, by virtue of the 
Constitution of the United States. 
therefore at this 
State as Georgia or South Carolina. 


Kansas is 
moment as much a Slave 
Without 
this, the equality of the Sovereign States com- 
posing the Union would be violated, and the 
use and enjoyment of a ‘Territory acquired by 
the common treasure cf all the States would 
be closed against the people and property of 
nearly half the members of the confederacy. 
Slavery can therefore never be prohibited in 
Kansas, except through the means of a Consti- 
tutional provision ; and in no other manner can 
this be obtained so promptly, if the majority 
of the people desire it, as By admitting her 
into the Union under her present Constitution ;” 
the fraudulent Slave Constitution proposed to 
be enforced by Congress. 

According to this interpretation of a Consti- 
tution designed for liberty and justice, slavery, ; 
which is admitted by all the jurists in the 
world, as well as determined by the Word of 
God, to be the highest violation both of freedom 
and of natural right, as well as of the Christian 
law of love, becomes the drst, most universal, 
and most positively established operation and 
result of the Constitution, needing no local pro- 
vision or law to admit it, nor any consent or 
permission of the people ; while freedom, which 
is the first and highest law and result of justice 
and of natural right, and is moreover declared 
to be the object of the Constitution, cannot be 
admitted, or established, or secured, without a 
local constitutional provision! On this theory, 
the Constitution of the United States is man’s 
natural enemy,and is the very first thing to 
be guarded against, and the people are first 
of all to be secured from its deadly opera- 
tions, before any of the great ends of civil 
Society can be attended to, or attained, or put 
out of hazard. Such a Constitution ought to 
be execrated and outlawed by the whole human 
race. Such a Constitution is forbidden and 
rejected of God, and the nation accepting and 
obeying it are on the way to perdition. 

But the President proceeds to argue for the 
enforcement of a Slave Constitution upon Kan- 
sas, as the easiest means, and indeed the only 
lawful and safe means, of getting rid of slavery, 
introduced and established as he says it inevit- 
ably is, by the operation and sovereign auther- 
ity of the United States Constitution. Slavery, 
he says, can be removed only by a constitution- 
al provision against it ; therefore let the people 
quietly submit to the enforcement of a Consti- 
tution with a provision establishing slavery, as 
the immediate and readiest step to a provision 
afterwards against it. Let the family receive 
the yellow fever, as the best and only scientific 





preparation for prophylactic or precautionary 
measures! Let the household admit the gen- 
uine constitutional small-pox, as the only ground 
on which vaccination against it can come in as 
legitimate! 

We believe it is the first time the doctrine 
has been publicly taught, that the practice of 
vice was the quickest way to virtue, or that the 
legalization of iniquity was the surest and speed- 
jest way of excluding crime, and annihilating 
immorality. On this principle the Maine Law 
prohibitionists should first of all have passed a 
statute making the use of intoxicating drinks 
obligatory on every individual. On the same 
principle, the most direct and certain course for 
the suppression of Sabbath-breaking would be, 
first to publish a Book of sports, and make the 
profanation of the Lord’s Day a universal stat- 
ute. On the same principle, the way to abolish 
consumption, scrofula, or St. Anthony’s fire 
from the system, would be first to inoculate the 
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constitution with it by a special virus. If you 
have been poisoned with arsenic by the edict 
of a corporation of quacke, the legitimate pre- 
paration for excluding it from your veins is by 
first filling the stomach with it under prescrip- 
tion of a regular physician. 

‘This doctrine and declaration that the freest 
Constitution upon earth carries slavery where- 
ever it goes, by its own essence ; an extreme 
to which the most despotic and iniquitous con- 
stitution ever enacted, never ran; are a singu- 
larly daring advance and consolidation of op- 
pression, unrivaled, indeed, in the world. Is 
it possible that President Buchanan really im- 
agines that falsehoods can be accepted for truth, 
by mere force of being enshrined in a Presiden- 
tial Message, or that sophistry so barefaced, in 
support of principles so imiquitous, can impose 
upen any sane mind? Can a man of ability, 
age, experience, and churacter undertake thus 
to play the harlequin, the very prince of moun- 
tebanks in morals and politics, on so elevated 
a stage, and expect to produce belief in his 
tricks, or veneration for his adroitness? Can 
he dream that an intelligent community, for the 
sake of worshiping the slave-power, will be so 
cajoled and persuaded, by palpable and wicked 
imposture, contrary to their own knowledge of 
the facts, and sense of justice? Lord Talbot 
might sooner have expected to teach his horse, 
out of regard to the dignity of Royalty, to gallop 
backwards, by just shoeing him with the corks 
foremost, or putting his head-stall on the tail, 
and the crupper over his nostrils. And yet the 
President is thus endeavoring to bestride and 
guide the people, the reason, and the con- 
science of the country. 

When an example of deliberate misrepresen- 
tation and suppression of truth ts set by the 
Chief Magistrate of a great nation, when “ he 
travaileth with iniquity, and hath conceived mis- 
chief, and brought forth falsehood,” and the 
church and the ministry remain silent as to the 
wickedness of such outrage, and the conscience 
of the people is quiet and submissive, to what 
a condition have we come! If the foundations 
be destroyed, what can the righteousdo? The 
plainest, well-known facts of recent history ig- 
nored and falsified, facts so well known, and so 
monstrous, that they have convulsed the coun- 
try with their report ; the accusation of rebel- 
lion publicly made against a body of freemen, 
for protesting against a known usurpation ; the 
plea gravely advanced for admitting and estab- 
lishing the usurpation, that it can afterwards be 
overthrown ; the threat that it shall be sustained 
by military power, and that until the enforced 
slave constitution is submitted to, the United 
States troops shall not be withdrawn from the 
oppressed territory ; the assertion that the con- 
stitution carries slavery by its own intention, 
essence, and force ; that, moreover, the inter- 
ests and will of the Slave States are to be re- 
garded first and supreme in governing the terri- 
tories, without any respect to the interests or 
wishes of the Free States; all these things 
constitute a Message from the Magistrate of a 
free people, unprecedented in folly, insolence, 
immorality, and mischief. The author of the 
Message in regard to Kansas has made his de- 
clarations deliberately, but the whole country 
knows that they are not true. The whole 
country knows that truths lie back of the asser- 
tions of the Message, which, adverted to, or 
permitted to be revealed, would convert the 
Message into a glaring falsehood. 

The motives of the usurpation in Kansas, tho 

mixture of elements in it, and the arguments 
and means by which it is sought to be estab- 
lished, make it the most daring monstrosity of 
wickedness ever attempted to be palmed or 
enforced upon a civilized state. Yet the Pres- 
ident says, Submit to it, let it be legitimately 
inaugurated and established, in order to remove 
it! A villain lays claim to your house, your 
farm, and brings you a forged deed, and orders 
you to give up your property ; and when you 
demand protection of the law against him, you 
are advised that you must, for the sake of peace, 
to prevent agitation, first consent to his posses- 
sion, and acknowledge his right in the abstract, 
and when he is settled in your place, you 
can eject him at common law! Let the wrong 
be committed, be consummated, under protest, 
by the presence of United States troops, and 
then, when it is perfected you can sweep it 
away! The advice of the Oriental despot to 
the Jews, whom he had authorized by law to be 
murdered, never equaled this plan in absurdity. 
Let the unrighteous law, giving permission to 
your murderers, stand, and be executed, and af- 
terwards you may resist at your own pleasure ! 
If you find a villain setting fire to your neigh- 
bor’s house, by all means let him have his own 
way, and do not resist him, for you can after- 
wards build another, and there is a sworn con- 
spiracy that if your neighbor’s house is not per- 
mitted to be burned, yours shall be. Acknowl- 
edge a usurpation by receiving it, and in so do- 
ing, give the United States government and 
troops the right, as well as the power and op- 
portunity to enforce it, because, afterwards, you 
can throw it off, by a constitution of your own, 
—if you are permitted. Let man remember 
the story of the old man of the sea. You can 
never throw off an oppression which you have 
voluntarily received. ‘ 

What now do the President and the Slave 
power rely upon for carrying out this usurpa- 
tion? They do not leave us in any doubt, they 
plainly declare that the standing army of the 
United States is in Kansas for this -purpose, 
and will not be withdrawn till the work is ac- 
complished. And with great significance the 
proposition is made, the bill introduced, for an 
increase of that standing army to a force of 
some twenty-five thousand men. An acknowl- 
edged majority of freemen are to be coerced 
into submission under the usurpation of a mi- 








nority, for the sake, and at the will, of slavery 
and the slave-power; and to such a state of 
subservience to that will have all the elements 
been brought, and so thoroughly confident is the 
President of that party in the support of every 
new advancing measure of this fast consolid- 
ating tyranny, that no attempt is even made at 
concealment. 

And yet the country seems asleep. The 
church, the ministry, the people, are like the 
victims of delusion and violence under the in- 
fluence of chloroform, while the most tremend- 
ous operation of injury and mischief is going 
on. A government by bayonets is the death of 
freedom ; it is an established despotism. But 
the only possible alternative of a government 
by bayouets is the fastening of the people’s 
conscience to the Word of God, and the faith- 
ful ministration of that Word, as it is given in 
light and fire against all ungodliness and un- 
rizlteousness of governments as well as men. 
The whole right of the government to obedi- 
ence depends on God, for conscience’ sake to- 
ward him. And the right of the people to a 
free government and constitution does not de- 
pend en Congress, and is not given by the Con- 
stitution. Nothing is given by the Constitution 
to the people ; but the Constitution is simply 
the expression by the people, of what belongs 
to them, from natural right and from God. ‘The 
Constitution is their instrument and servant, not 
the government’s. ‘The Constitution is the in- 
strument adopted by the people for the manage- 
ment and government of God’s gift to men for 
their good, the power ordained of God as a 
terror to evil-doers and a praise to those who 
do well. The Constitution is the strait-jacket 
which the people put upon their servants in the 
government, for the purpose of keeping them 
within the limits of faithfulness to the ends for 
which they were appointed, liberty and justice. 

Now the whole security of freedom is in 
faithfulness toGod. If men have liberties com- 
mitted to then of God, and are charged to keep 
them for him, and so for themselves, and will 
not do it, but suffer his word to be set at naught, 
and his law violated, then they are too corrupt 
and craven to be free. If ye have not been 
faithful in that which is another man’s, who 
shall give you that which is yourown? If you 
will not render unto God the things that are 
God's, God will let Cesar have all, and will 
punish you, by appointing a tyrant and a tyran- 
ny out of your own selfishness and want of 
conscience, to ride rough-shod over you and 
your liberties together. God has deigned to 
inform men what are the fences of fire, beyond 
which rulers cannot go with his sanction; and 
if men will permit them to override God’s Jaw, 
and even the church and the ministry will not 
interfere to prevent it, but silently and meanly 
acquiesce, then they shall be suffered to over- 
ride men’s own rights, privileges, interests, con- 
stitutions, liberties, all ! C, 
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HOUSE GARDENS. 





Somer writer speaks of it as one of the most es- 
sential things for human happiness, to “ cultivate 
a thick undergrowth of small pleasures.” 

In the line of this undergrowth lies the whole 
subject of house ornamentation. 

It is not sufficient that a house be so arranged as 
to be neat, warm, tight, comfortable—it is capable, 
furthermore, of producing above all this, in tho 
home atmosphere, a constant gentle influx of pleas- 
ure, Which soothes the nerves and insensibly rests 
the soul. 

A house should, in this respect, be like the great 
house-of Nature which our heavenly Father has 
provided, in which, over and above the wses of 
everything, there is a constant emanation of beau- 
ty, so that the eye and the senses are constantly 
soothed and refreshed. 

But many persons, on hearing this, begin instant- 
ly to feel in their pockets, and to talk of the ex- 
pensiveness of good pictures and engravings, the 
necessity of securing essentials first, and the cost- 
liness of necessary living, which, according to 
them, utterly forecloses the possibility of any pro- 
vision for the esthetic faculties in their houschold 
arrangements. 

Without stopping to say how much of what is 
called necessary in ordinary housekeeping might be 
saved, from upholstery and needless or unhealthy 
table luxury, and given to a genial art culture ana 
house ornamentation, we intend now to treat of a 
very humble and cheap form of the subject, name- 
ly, house ornamentation—by adopting therein and 
thereabouts Nature's elegancies ready-made. 

Plants, flowers, grasses, mosses, ferns, are orna- 
ments ready-made, which God gives us for tho 
picking up, and which it is inexcusable to neglect 
—which may be so distributed about our house- 
holds as td be a constant suggestion to us of the in- 
exhaustible freshness and beauty of our Father's 
works. 

We have seen with delight, and many others 
beside us may have coveied, those splendid parlor- 
gardens, in which hot-house plants, arranged under 
a glass shade, grow and flourish without giving to 
anybody the care of watering or tending. But 
these charming arrangements range at a price 
between twenty-five and fifty dollars, and are 
therefore wholly out of proportion to the means of 
those in humble and moderate circumstances. 

But when we turn away with a sigh, let 
us ask, after all—Are there no wild-wood mosses, 
no tiny vines, no grasses in the neighboring marsh 
or field, which we might combine together under 
glass of a less expensive construction, and realize 
all the pleasures of these more costly arrangements. 
The feathery lycopodium of the green-house is 
trodden under fost as a common moss in Italy, and 
we have many a moss and wild-vine whose effect 
is quite as beautiful. A lady of our acquaintance 
has, in her parlor, a plain glass case, opening with 
a hinged lid, somewhat like a milliner’s show-case. 
The bottom of this has a zine pan about three 
inches deep, and in this receptacle grow and 
flourish ferns, mosses, wild-vines, and berries, with 
all the freedom and abundance of their native 
woods. The expense of such a case is from five 
to seven dollars, and any carpenter can make it. 

Suppose thet our city friends, in their summer 
yaeation in the country, provide themselves with 
a receptacle like this ;—fill the pan when you get 








there With wood mold, such as you find at the 
roots of a dense clump of trees—mix this with 
finely broken charcoal, for which you may make 
interest at the cooking-stove of any of your culi- 
nary acquaintances. The object of this charcoal 
is to prevent all sourness and unhealthy fermenta- 
tion, which may prevent growth in its incipient 
stages. Here, then, you have a foundation on 
which, from time to time, you work. 

You mold your soil into mimic mountains and 
valleys—you find a messy stone in one walk, and 
forthwith erect it into a mountain—you happen to 
have a great sea-shell, and you put that 
in and plant it full of delicate ferns—the thing 
grows daily under your eyes, and your children 
begin to look through the woods with awakened 
eyes—every day you find something new, and ar- 
rangements and rearrangements vary every day. 
In the autumn you inclose your treasure in a pack- 
ing-box, with only the precaution of pasting a strip 
or two of paper across each pane of glass to prevent 
their being cracked with the vibration, and seeing 
that your treasure is kept “ This side up, with 
care ”’—and when you get home you have a frag- 
ment of the wild-wood in your parlor which asks 
little light, little care; only perhaps a thorough 
sprinkling once a week, and will keep on silently 
growing all winter. Such a case set by the sick- 
bed of an invalid is a priceless treasure ; for the 
thousand varieties of woodland life are, as it were, 
epitomized in it ;—here scarlet partridge-berries, 
from day to day, grow larger and redder—there a 
feathery moss begins to put out new tips, 
or a hooded one gradually changes its sober brown 
cap for a cap of brilliant scarlet. Till one has 
tried collecting them, one has no idea of the inex- 
haustible variety and quaint beauty of mosses. 
They are not read at a glance like plants and flow- 
ers, but will bear infinite pondering. They area 
peculiar generation, flowering and bearing seed in 
sirange hidden ways of their own, and the creep- 
ing, silent perseverance of their growth has a 
soothing effect on one who studies them. 

But even without the glass case one may do 
something very pleasing in the way of house cul- 
ture of mosses. We could narrate a very success- 
ful experiment in which asuperannuated old waiter 
Was the only available foundation. Earth mixed 
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with breken charcoal was the substratum, and | 


moss being added, well drenched with water, an 
artificial swamp was formed, in which pitcher- 


plants and a varicty of aquatic tribes of the same 


general water-loving taste and turn throve harmo- 
niously together. Moss has the good properties of 
a sponge, it is an admirable receptacle for water, 
and the roots of aquatic plants will run among it 
with greater satisfaction than even in the earth. 
The common garden Forget-me-not is a water- 
plant which thrives especially when treated in this 
way. Young bulbs of the Callus Ethiopica also 
thrive therein, as well os ferns and various 
swaimp-grasses. 

A collection arranged in this way needs to be 
kept wet like a swamp, and, moreover, to be 
sprinkled with a fine brush every day till every- 
thing glitters and bears drops as after a heavy 
dew ; and truly the operation of watering and tend- 
ing is its own reward, for when you have covered 
every twig and leaf and star of moss with fine 
sparkling globules of water, it is as if one had 
stolen in mid-winter a slice out of a dewy sum- 
mer morning. 

The wild flowers of our woods, if carefully troat- 
ed, may be made charming house ornaments. As 
a general thing they have all that degree of hardi- 
hood that they may be dug up in bud or blossom, 
and arranged in vases, and will go on blossoming 
in a shady parlor as unconsciously as in their na- 
tive woods. A large dinner platter, if you have 
nothing apter, covered with earth, may be banked 
up thick with wild blue violets, which will last a 
week or ten days in your parlor, and the work of 
looking them up and arranging them will save 
many a doctor’s bill. You may vary your arrango- 
ments infinitely. Blue violets may be bordered by 
a thick edge of that sweet white ono which is 
found by the brook-side and in all shady watery 
places, or you may make edges of the fair Eyo- 
bright, which one of our little householders calls 
the “ bird-flower,” because he has noticed in his 
short experience that it always comes when birds 
begin to sing. 

The English ivy, which now can be got for a 
trifling expense at most green-houses, is a plant 
that will grow and thrive almost anywhero in a 
house, if it be kept moist enough. The best plan 
is to set the pot in a larger one, and fill the inter- 
stices between with moss, and keep it constantly 
soaked. 

We have seon a whole side of a drawing-room 
thus covered with trailing ivy, running around 
the pictures, casting a festoon round a statuette, 
and giving to the wintry apartment the charm of 
a bower. 

The German ivy has also a most vigorous hab- 
it of growth. It is of a thinner texture, and will 
not, like the other, do well in dark and shady 
nooks, but in a window where it has the sun it 
makes nothing of giving you a fresh green shoot 
three feet long in a week, and will soon turn any 
window into a bower. 

"All the ferns, so faras we have tried, may be 
easily dug up, potted, and used as parlor orna- 
ments, and the shadier your parlor the better. 
You may have whole fern banks there if you like, 
and truly no ornament can be more graceful than 
these wild plumes of forest feathers. 

jut a word to the wise is enough. We may have 
furiher suggestions for another time. 

H. B. 8. 
saci 
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Dear Inpepenpent: The Congressional proceed- 
ings have been marked with unusual interest for 
the week past. I had hardly dispatched my last be- 
fore the Lecompton swindle was announced in the 
city and in the hands of the President. A Cabi- 
net meeting was instantly called, and the Message 
of the President, already prepared, was submitted, 
criticised, and copied anew. Politicians without 
the Cabinet were particularly busy, and excite- 
ment ran high. 
were Withheld until Tuesday morning. In the 
meantime some members of the Cabinet visited 
the House and spent hours at the seats of the Anti- 
Lecompton Democrats. The Cabinet Minister 
from Pennsylvania attracted especial attention by 
his earnestness and perseverance in laboring with 
a refractory representative from that state. He 
patted him upon the shoulder, took hold of his 
eoat lovingly, shook his long finger expressively, 
and performed all the pantomime essential to the 
delivery of an earnest exhortation, a strong plea, 
and a rousing denunciation. Iam happy to say 





that if a Lecompton conversion was undertaken by 








the distinguished advocate, the result has shown 
that it was wholly unavailing. I confess to asense 
of manly indignation on witnessing this display. 
What business have Cabinet or Ministerial officers 
on the floor of the Representative Chamber at- 
tempting to coerce the immediate representatives 
of the people? Our fathers placed the Executive 
Department of the Government at a safe distance 
from all power of legislation, making them officers 
to administer the laws which the people’s repre- 
sentatives should enact, but in these latter years 
of Executive usurpation, laws and legislative 
measures are concocted in the privacy of Cabinet 
councils, and pressed to enactment by the political 
and personal influence of Executive officials—Cab- 
inet officers visiting the legislative chambers for 
that purpose. It is not only a departure from the 
spirit of our Government and its practice, but is 
abusive to the people and the representatives 
whom they send to enact their laws. It has never 
been done except to foster and extend the crime of 
slavery. During the fight upon the “ Nebraska 
Bill,” which precipitated upon the country all the 
Kansas evils and the present political madness of 
the South, this era of Executive interference with 
the legislative councils was inaugurated, and it 
was a bitter hour for our country. It will make 
no; particular impression upon the people, because 
it seems a small matter, but it is one of the 
many indices of the tendency of our national 
steps. 

Ou Tuesday the Message and Constitution were 
announced. Inthe Senate a warin and earnest de- 
bate immediately took place, in which Massachu- 
setts and Missouri took a prominent part in the 
persons of her Senators. Both were spicy, and 
if one tended to denunciation, threats, and lan- 
guage almost strong enough to be called abusive, 
the retort had a manly ring about it which was ex- 
pressive of honesty and pluck enough to satisfy 
the most belligerent. It was conceded by the 
friends of Senator Wilson to be decidedly his best 
effort in that chamber. Whatever else imay be 
done, free speech in the honest old Saxon tongue 
will be maintained in both Houses during the 
pendency of this outrageous fraud against liberty. 
That question is still before the Senate, and will 
not be suffered to come to a hasty conclusion, at 
least not until Northern Senators, representing 
freedom, shall have spread upon the pages of the 


| future historian all the base frauds connected with 





The Message and Constitution: 


the conception, continuance, and completion of 
this infamous Calhoun Swindle. 

In the House its reading was received with 
marked demonstrations. The Lecomptonites show- 
ed asmile of self-satisfaction upon their counte- 
nances, varied by severe frowns at the opposition, 
who broke out in shouts of ironical laughter at the 
impotency of the President’s logic and the mani- 
fest imbecility of the instrument. It is conceded 
to be the weakest state paper ever sent by a Pres- 
ident to Congress, and degenerates into the baby 
twaddle of second childhood at its close. 
turns twelve thousand people, citizens of Kansas, 
into a revolutionary mob of rebels for exercising 
the Democratic doctrine of * popular sovereignty,” 
and exalts into patriots and good citizens the mis- 
erable handful of Calhounists who are stealing 
the dearest rights of the people in obedience to 
orders issued from his councils. Poor old man! 
Age and care have crippled him. He talks Le- 
compton incessantly. He has come to believe it 
the greatmeasure of his Administration. He little 
knows the depth of the chasm into which this act of 
his may precipitate all that is worthy of preservation 
in our country, and which cost the blood and treas- 
ure of our fathers. He is surrounded by bad ad- 
visers, poor, infatuated, fire-eating disunionists, and 
persistently refuses to be enlightened as to their 
designs. The Northern and even some of the 
Southern conservative Democrats do not hesitate 
to express their views upon his position and meas- 
ures with the utmost freedom—many of the calm- 
est and wisest conceding that it will be the defeat 
and even annihilation of the Democratic party. 
But I digress. After the reading of the Mossage, a 
motion was made by the Chairman of the Territo- 
rial Committee (Mr. Stephons of Georgia) to rofer 
it to that Committee. That reference would insure 
its speedy return to the House with an act admit- 
ting the stato under it, for the Committee was com- 
posed with that view, and freedom or free territo- 
ry has no more hope of success at its hands than 
would a Southern slave if he should petition that 
body tor his liberty. At this point, a new mem- 
ber from Indiana, whose heart is as full of zeal for 
the Black Democracy as his tongue is full of 
words, felt impressed to make a speech for his 
constituents and the country; 80, obtaining the 
floor, he moved an amendment providing for its 
reference to a Select Committee of thirteen, and 
then immortalized himself within the brief hour 
allotted him under the rules. The floor was sub- 
sequently obtained by Mr. Harris of Illinois, a 
Douglas Anti-Lecompton Democrat, who offered 
the tollowing amendment : 

That the Message of the President concerning the 
Constitution framed at Lecompton, in the territory 
of Kansas, by a convention of delegates thereof, and the 
papers accompanying the same, be referred to a Select 
Committee of thirteen, to be appointed by the Speaker. 

That the said Committee be instructed to inquire 
into all the facts connected with the formation of said 
Constitution, and the laws, if any, under which the 
same was originated ; and whether such laws have 
been complied with and followed 

Whether said Constitution provides for a republican 

form of government, and whether there are included 
within the proposed boundarics of Kansas sufficient 
population to fe entitled toa Representative in this 
fouse, upon the basis now fixed by law; and whether 
said Constitution is acceptable and satisfactory to a 
majority of the legal voters of Kansas. 

Alco, the number of votes cast, if any, and when, in 
favor of a Convention to form a Constitution as afore- 
eaid, and the places where they were cast, and the 
numiber cast at each place of voting and in cach coun- 
ty in the territory. , 

The appointment of delegates to said Convention, 
among the different counties and election districts of 
suid territory, and the census or registration under 
which the same was made, and whether the eame was 
just and fair, or in compliance with law. 

The names of the delegates to said Convention, and 
the number of votes cast for each candidate for dele- 
gate, and the places where cast, and whether said Con- 
stitution received the votes of a majority of the dele- 
gates to said Convention. 

The number of votes cast in said territory on the 
21st of December last, for and against said Constite. 
tion, and for and against any parte or featuros thoreof, 
and the number eo cast at each place of voting in said 
territory. 

The number of votes cast in said territory on the 
4th day of January last, for and against said Constitu- 
tion, and for and against any or features thereof, 
and the number so cast at each place of voting in said 
territory. . , oni 

The number of votes east in said territory on the 
day last named for any state and legislative officers 
thereof, and the number #0 cast for eash candidate for 
sueh offiees, and the places where cast. 

That said Committee aleo ascertain as nearly as pos- 
sible what portion, if any, of the votes so cast at any 
of the times and places aforesaid, were fraudulent or 
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hether any portion, and if so, what portion, of 
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Special Contributors. 

Tue following persons are engaged as special 
contributors to the columns of The Independent, 
over their own signatures :—Rev. Groror B. Cuer- 
ver, D.D, (C.,) Rev. Henry Warp Beecuer, (%,) 
and Mrs. Hargur Beecner Stowe, (H. B. 8S.) 


Corresyondents 
from different sections of the Union ; from England, 
France, Germany, Switzerland, Italy, and the Holy 
Land, have been engaged to write for the columns 
of THI6 JOURNAL. 





the people of Kaneas are in open rebellion against the 
laws of the country. 

And that said Committee have power to send for 
persons and papers. 

Without debating it, a motion to adjourn was 
made and carried. At subsequent sessions the 
“‘ question of privilege” involved in the report of 
the Committee upon Elections, upon the case of 
Lewis D. Campbell, crowded out the consideration 
of this question until the session of Friday. Ob- 
taining the floor on the disposal of the election 
case, Mr. Harris made a few remarks on the ne- 
cessity of such an investigation, and then moved 
the previous question. This of course would bring 
the Honse toa direct vote upon the question of 
raising the Committee. 

The explosion of a bomb would not have more 
suddenly waked up the Slaveocrats to their peril. 
A motion to adjourn, and a call for the yeas and 
nays upon it, discovered to them the fact that they 
were in aminority. Then came filibustering mo- 
tions of all sorts to consume time and, through 
weariness or strategy, accomplish their purpose, as 
they did in the passage of the Nebraska Bill. This 
time they reckoned without their host. Motions to 
excuse a member from voting, and the yeas and 
nays demanded upon it, would be followed by mo- 
tions to adjourn, upon which the opposite side 
would be sure to demand and order the yeas and 
nays; then a motion to excuse a member from 
voting upon the motion to excuse, followed thick 
and fast. Day merged into night, and the hours 
crept slowly past, from dusk to midnight, and from 
midnight to mornmg. Nothing was heard save the 
monotonous roll-call, interspersed with the occa- 
sional loud talking of a group on cither side, or 
the ringing of the ivory gavel of the Speaker in 
preserving order. The voices of the clerks were 
lost in hoarseness, and one after another they gave 
way for fresh hands, while the members filled all 
the sofas, or, stretched out in their chairs with their 
feet elevated upon the desks, yielded to nature and 
sunk into brief periods of repose. Sentinels on the 
watch-towers of freedom were patrolling the hall, 
awakening the sleepers at the proper moment to re- 
cord their names. And the whole scene looked like 
{wo armies sustaining the relation of besiegers and 
besieged. When morning dawned there was not 
the least apparent diminution in the determination 
of the Anti-Lecomptonites to stand their ground 
until the refractory minority should submit and 
suffer the previous question to be ordered and an 
early vote to be taken upon the resolution. Com- 
promises were offered during the night, but were 
rejected by the indignant shouts of the majority, 
uniess they embraced the essential feature of an 
immediate or early vote. When they included 
that, then the minority objected to their passage. 

About half-past one a. m., Gen. Quitman pro- 
posed a resolution as a compromise. Mr. Grow of 
Pennsylvania objected. Atthe time he stood on 
the right of the Speaker, or on what is known as 
the Democratic side of the House. Keitt of South 
Carolina, the representative of her chivalry, who 
was expelled from the last Congress for aiding and 
abetting in the assault upon Mr. Sumner in the 
Senate, insultingly ordered Mr. Grow to leave, 
coupling the insulting demand with some abusive 
phrase. Grow retorted that it was a free hall, and 
he should go or stay as he pleased, without intimida- 
tion from negro-drivers ; and at once the embodi- 
ment ofall Southern chivalry seized Mr. Grow by the 
throat. It was done according to the latest modern 
style of garroting practiced in your city. (Quick as 
thought <the five doubled digits of Grow’s right 
hand came in contact with the region of Keitt's 
head, just under the ear, and he went down on the 
field of his glory, as a bullock at the blow of the 
butcher. Of course, sleep fled from all eyes as if 
by magic, and there was a general and “ pro- 
miscuous fight.” In an instant almost, from sixty 
to one hundred excited and angry men threw 
themselves into the melee, while the Speaker 
shouted for the Sergant-at-Arms, and he thrust gis 
mace of office into the midst of the angry com- 
batants. Most of the blows given were given 
through misapprehension. Southern men rushed 
in to the assistance of Mr. Grow, on seeing the 
attack of Keitt ; but were supposed by the opposi- 
tion to be helping the chivalric garroter, and heavy 
blows were unsparingly planted through the ex- 
citement where only assistance and thanks should 
have been rendered. It was a wild scene, and a 
disgrace to the Congress of a free people! A 
Southern member immediately moved to adjourn, 
which was negatived by the indignant shouts of 
the opposition, whose very voices gave evidence 
that their blood was up. One Southerner never 


| wanted to adjourn until the House dissolved to 














meet no more. I think I never saw so high and 
angry a feeling in Congress before. The Speaker 
did his duty, and it was through his diligence and 
promptness in bringing members to their seats 
that the House was not subsequently made the 
scene of a general and bloody conflict. The tem- 
per of the body finally cooled, and the everlasting 
roll-eall commenced anew. 

About daylight Gen. Quitman offered his resolu- 
tion of compromise again, which was, that the 
House should adjourn and all motions then before it 
should be withdrawn, and on Monday the vote 
should be taken without prevarication or delay. 
This was in effect a “ special order,” and equiva- 
lent to the previous question. The Lecomptonites 
submitted to it from sheer exhaustion, and as it 
was what the opposition had been struggling to 
obtain, it received the unanimous consent of the 
House, was declared adopted, and in five minutes 
the jaded body of legislators had left the hall with 
their faces turned couchward for repose. Thus 
ends the first struggle over “Lecompton.” The 
action of Monday you will receive in time for this 
paper, under your Congressional Department. 

1 want to offer some thoughts and state some 
facts in relation to the bill for increasing the army 
to 25,000 men, now before the Senate, but my lim~- 
its forbid in this letter. It will probably be de- 
feated. I pray heaven that it may, for it is fraught 
with trouble to the country, and in an emergency 
which may arise at any time over this Kansas is- 
sue, would be turned as a body against the inter- 
ests of freedom. A large army is contrary to the 
policy of our Government, and a dangerous tool in 
the hands of despots, particularly those of the fire- 
eating school of our country. Adieu, 


Saturday, Feb. 6, 1858. PuTNaM. 
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